
EARLY WRITING ACTIVITIES FOR TODDLERS

These five prewriting activities for preschoolers are sure to get your child ready to write! And they're â€œDownâ€• and
â€œacrossâ€• are the first writing motions to master.

Squishy gel sensory bags are a lot of fun to make and to write onâ€¦ Sand or salt trays are also an interesting
medium for children to write in. Ways to Make Writing Fun When it comes to writing, the most important
thing to remember is that it should be fun! Tips for teachers Find writing opportunities that strengthen
homeâ€”school connections. My preschooler worked on tracing the numbers while my toddler colored over
her numbers. Doing so helps your child develop stronger familiarity with their letters, begin memorizing how
to write letters, and adds a sensory aspect to forming letters. We found 15 super fun, easy-to-make activities
that your preschoolers will love! Patel instructs her preschoolers to answer the question of the day by writing
their names under their chosen answers. Next, play around with your canvases. Dennis, L. Summary Teachers
play an important role in promoting emergent writing development by scaffolding writing activities that
engage young children in building their conceptual, procedural, and generative knowledge. According to
education blogger Lisette, from Where Imagination Grows , pre-writing practice teaches directionality in
writing, encourages fine muscle development and coordination, and also helps students process sensory
information critical to the writing process. Conceptual knowledge includes learning the function of writing. Of
course, I like offering multiple ways to draw and write to my toddlers, because I want them to explore. Letters
can be formed out of play dough or clay. Playdough Just playing with playdough is great for building strength
in hands. Developing conceptual, procedural, and generative knowledge of writing Children gain knowledge
of and interest in writing as they are continually exposed to print and writing in their environment. You can
employ multiple types of sensory materials for tracing letters. One of the first things your preschooler will
learn is how to spell and recognize their own name. You can also offer tracing on a light table â€¦ 5. Best of
all, you can use these ideas at home or school. Simply tape colored tissue paper in a rainbow pattern to the
bottom of a clear plastic tray. Activities build on one another from infancy to age five to provide a solid
foundation for learning and, at the same time, promote lasting parent-child relationships. Create these by
drawing a letter in glitter glue on an index card. She tells the children that Chester wants to learn more about
what the children do at home and to go on some weekend adventures. It is simple exposure for learning to
spell their name. Q-tips work well for writing in paint and an unsharpened pencil works well in a salt tray. We
use this simple name song during diaper changes and tummy time play to encourage interaction, and because
it has helped my children learn to spell their name by the time they are two years old. Cutting Practice Using
scissors is a great way to build hand strength. Show your child how to make a tally mark for each block. Be
intentional during interactions with children and incorporate best practices. Twitter Give your preschooler a
little boost in school with easy and fun ways to practice name writing! Both were learning in simple ways and
I was able to get dinner ready! Available on Amazon. Beads Just like the one above, this activity builds fine
motor skills that your young students need to begin writing. What prewriting activities have helped your kids
strengthen their skills? Such a variety of writing experiences will also build their generative knowledge of
writing. Let them use markers, crayons, colored pencils, dry erase markers, etc. The image above shows the
tray on top of a light table, which adds another dimension of fun to the activity! Use peer helpers to aid
children with the name-writing process. To explore learning numbers, I use the name and shapes idea, but I
write the numbers on paper-either one number a bunch of times, or a group of numbers. Glitter glue
Pre-writing lines are important building blocks for any preschooler to master before learning letter formations.
Offering only crayons will save your sanity!


