
ENGLISH DEFINITION OF THESIS STATEMENT

Thesis statement definition, a short statement, usually one sentence, that summarizes the main point or claim of an
essay, research paper, etc., and is developed.

After a brief introduction of your topic, you state your point of view on the topic directly and often in one
sentence. Always stated in your introduction. Avoid merely reporting a fact. Be prepared to explain why the
point you are making is worthy of a paper. The assignment may not explicitly state that you need a thesis
statement because your instructor may assume you will include one. Does your thesis include a comment
about your position on the issue at hand? Being specific in your paper will be much more successful than
writing about general things that do not say much. Thesis Statements always take a stand and justify further
discussion. Always take a stand and justify further discussion. Thesis statements that are too vague often do
not have a strong argument. Before you develop an argument on any topic, you have to collect and organize
evidence, look for possible relationships between known facts such as surprising contrasts or similarities , and
think about the significance of these relationships. The argument s you make in your paper should reflect this
main idea. Revised thesis: If the government takes over industry in Kenya, the industry will become more
efficient. Go further with your ideas. You turn on the computer and type out the following: The North and
South fought the Civil War for many reasons, some of which were the same and some different. Say more than
what is already proven fact. A well-crafted thesis statement reflects well-crafted ideas. Original thesis:
Hoover's administration was rocked by scandal. Why is this thesis weak? Now you write: In Huckleberry
Finn, Mark Twain develops a contrast between life on the river and life on the shore. Now you have a working
thesis! Take a look at the following examples: Statement of fact: Small cars get better fuel mileage than 4x4
pickup trucks. A few suggestions below show how specific word choice sharpens and clarifies your meaning.
You will lose credibility as a writer if you become only a mouthpiece or a copyist; you will gain credibility by
grabbing the reader with your own ideas and words. Do not expect to come up with a fully formulated thesis
statement before you have finished writing the paper. Your thesis statement should tell your reader what the
paper is about and also help guide your writing and keep your argument focused. Original thesis: Socialism is
the best form of government for Kenya. A thesis statement: tells the reader how you will interpret the
significance of the subject matter under discussion. Revised thesis: The many scandals of Hoover's
administration revealed basic problems with the Republican Party's nominating process. Writers use all kinds
of techniques to stimulate their thinking and to help them clarify relationships or comprehend the broader
significance of a topic and arrive at a thesis statement. Why should the reader read it? You should provide a
thesis early in your essay -- in the introduction, or in longer essays in the second paragraph -- in order to
establish your position and give your reader a sense of direction. It is usually expressed in one sentence, and
the statement may be reiterated elsewhere. Your readersâ€”especially your instructorsâ€”want to read writing
that engages them. Compare this to the original weak thesis. Is my thesis statement specific enough?


