
STRUCTURING RESEARCH ESSAY

Structure of a Research Essay. All essays and research papers consist of three parts: an introduction; body paragraphs;
conclusion. The Introduction: is the first.

It dictates the information readers need to know and the order in which they need to receive it. To answer the
question you must examine your evidence, thus demonstrating the truth of your claim. Do not add anything
fancy to decorate a page number. Key assertions should be referenced, as well as the methods and instruments
used. Introductions and conclusions have fixed places, but other parts don't. Be wary of paragraph openers that
lead off with "time" words "first," "next," "after," "then" or "listing" words "also," "another," "in addition".
Begin your next sentence like this: "To be convinced by my claim, the first thing a reader needs to know is.
Are my arguments presented in a logical sequence? Typically, an essay will include at least one "how" section.
Did I use third person as much as possible? Mapping an Essay Structuring your essay according to a reader's
logic means examining your thesis and anticipating what a reader needs to know, and in what sequence, in
order to grasp and be convinced by your argument as it unfolds. Delete the symbol once editing is completed.
Successfully structuring an essay means attending to a reader's logic. Essay maps are flexible; they evolve
with your ideas. Aim to have your final paper ready a day or two before the deadline. Walk-through essays
follow the structure of their sources rather than establishing their own. The Elements of Style was first
published in  Readers should have questions. What organizational plan will best support my purpose? In
answering "why", your essay explains its own significance. Essay maps ask you to predict where your reader
will expect background information, counterargument, close analysis of a primary source, or a turn to
secondary source material. It allows your readers to understand your essay within a larger context. Also,
references to unpublished work, to documents in the grey literature technical reports , or to any source that the
reader will have difficulty finding or understanding should be avoided. Do a spell check. Proofread final paper
carefully for spelling, punctuation, missing or duplicated words. Here is the most common way that people put
together their research papers: Don't have time to write research papers? It explores a major idea and is very
specific. General Statement about the topic, used to draw people into what you are writing about. This gives
you peace of mind and a chance to triple check. Sometimes a second pair of eyes can see mistakes that you
missed. If you avoid all those, your paper should be in good shape. Did I avoid using contractions? If using a
word processor, create meaningful filenames that match your outline codes for easy cut and paste as you type
up your final paper, e. There is also a particular formatting style you must follow. Such an account will give
you a preliminary record of your ideas, and will allow you to remind yourself at every turn of the reader's
needs in understanding your idea. The corresponding question is "how": How does the thesis stand up to the
challenge of a counterargument? Left justify or justify your essay and type in the hyphens yourself where
needed. A paper usually goes through several drafts before it is submitted. Documentation: consistent use of
one system, citation of all material not considered common knowledge, appropriate use of endnotes or
footnotes, accuracy of list of works cited. This section usually comes after the "what," but keep in mind that an
essay may complicate its argument several times depending on its length, and that counterargument alone may
appear just about anywhere in an essay.


