
DISTINCTION AMONG THE MULTIPLE FUNCTIONS OF MODERN LAW

ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

The function of substantive criminal law in modern societies is to prevent crime through The role of law enforcement
agencies within the criminal law system is In the focus of these bodies is information, defined as the difference between
two states . 2. The role of intelligence in counterterrorism â€“ European perspective.

Policy decisions and law, rather than ever-changing technology, should determine functionality and use. In
minority communities police are often perceived as an occupying army and there is reluctance to join the
enemy. And finally it both restricts and discourages effective communication. While the voice service being
offered is similar to that provided by landlines, the technology underlying the network is very different.
Designing such a system in this way is simple to do when the system is first being built but is far more
difficult once the system has been installed. Perhaps most importantly, this change in the balance of power is
often unnoticed or not discussedâ€”and when it is, a dispute about the amount of police activity must be
resolved explicitly on policy grounds rather than implicitly on economic grounds. The primary difference
between records and communications is that by definition, records are intended to persist over time, whereas
communications are more transient. Together with the ability to aggregate and mine the data that have been
gathered discussed below , this prospect would appear to give law enforcement enormous amounts of
information. The conditions under which law enforcement agencies will or should have access to such
information raises difficult questions both of law and of policy. Second, they believe that the military model
provides professionalization and that it reduces the impact of corruption, political favoritism and political
influence. Another problem in the organization of policing is that the police are becoming more and more
militarized. For example, watch lists, such as those used by the Transportation Security Agency, are not
subject to the same level of scrutiny as evidence in a court of law yet can still affect the lives of those whose
names appear on such lists. Davis, F. Although activities in the first category usually precede those in the
second, this is not always the case. Being able to observe and overhear the discussions of those suspected of
breaking the law and to obtain records of criminal activity has been an important means for gaining
evidenceâ€”but has also created inevitable threats to principles of privacy. However, they have experienced
individual and institutional discrimination. The authority to use mail covers for law enforcement purposes first
appeared in the postal regulations. Everywhere across this rich country, public police entities engage the
private sector, governments employ private sector companies for security of facilities and asset protection,
communities turn to both arms of the justice model, and the military industrial complex appreciates the value
of private sector involvement in military operations. In the former case, information may be gathered about
individuals who in fact were not involved in a violationâ€”which is different in kind from the task of
assembling information about an individual in the hope of finding a violation of law. First there is a major
difference in who exercises discretion in the military and the police. When the Bill of Rights was enacted,
communication consisted either of spoken language which could only be heard directly or written. Postal
Service, the decision was that the outside of the mail such as the address and return address was public
information, and not covered by the need for a search warrant, 6 but that any communication inside the
envelope was considered private and any viewing of that information by law enforcement required a search
warrant obtained under the requirements of probable cause. The Internet, encompassing both electronic mail
and the World Wide Web, has provided new mechanisms for communication. African-American officers were
in uniform as early as , but they were not allowed to arrest white people. Second, there is a wasteful
duplication of efforts across jurisdictions. Discrimination against black officers was prevalent in all parts of
the United States segregated patrol cars, not allowed to arrest whites, etc. DePoli, F. Even if the information is
never used, the very fact that considerable amounts of data have been collected about individuals who have
not been accused or convicted of a crime ensures that substantial amounts of information about non-criminals
will end up in the databases of law enforcement agencies. Published on May 28, Share this Article However,
privacy concerns associated with possible secondary uses are usually not raised when a system is designed, if
nothing else because those secondary uses are not yet known or anticipated. United States, No.


