
LORD OF THE FLIES CONCH SHELL

What Does the Conch Symbolize in Lord of the Flies? In Lord of the Flies, William Golding uses a conch, or a large,
milky-white shell, to symbolize a civilized.

Finally, he blows the conch. Sign in! There were no words, and no movements but the tearing of teeth and
claws. Ralph says they're just boys with sticks. If there is, he adds, his hunters will find and This introduces
the idea of totalitarianism, or a civilization in which citizens do not share power equally. The boys "become"
the beast when they kill Simon. The abstract attractions of fairness and civility pale in comparison to the rush
of killing pigs and torturing boys. Copy to Clipboard. Once holding the conch each boy will be able to express
his thoughts without interruption. Even Jack respects the conch. The Beast[ edit ] The imaginary beast that
frightens all the boys represents the primal instinct of savagery that exists within all human beings. This threat
is at first a unifier of the boys and then divides them, all seeking safety in the tribe and its military power.
Simon represents natural human goodness. Piggy realizes they can use it as a trumpet. In this way, the Lord of
the Flies becomes both a physical manifestation of the beast, a symbol of the power of evil, and a kind of
Satan figure who evokes the beast within each human being. We'll be like animals. When the fire burns low or
goes out, we realize that the boys have lost sight of their desire to be rescued and have accepted their savage
lives on the island. The signal fire thus functions as a kind of measurement of the strength of the civilized
instinct remaining on the island. However this fails, and instead, Ralph argues with Jack. Symbols are objects,
characters, figures, and colors used to represent abstract ideas or concepts.


