
FACILITATING THE PROCESS OF CRITICAL THINKING FOR NURSING

An exploratory study was conducted during to examine the degree to which critical thinking was encouraged in nursing
education throughout New South.

Small group discussions: The utilization of small group discussions in teaching has been emphasized by a
number of authors as it facilitates active participation and learning during the presentation of educational
programmes or sessions. To clarify the relationship patterns between factors and articulate diagnostic
hypotheses, the use of theoretical knowledge and practical experience, common sense, ethical judgment,
intuition and critical thinking are required 5. The case scenario contained a relevant condition compared to the
disease profile in Namibia and the condition had been included in their theoretical and clinical instruction. J
Informal Logic. A concensus statement on critical thinking in nursing. Knowledge about the patient and the
application of standards are the third most-cited skills mentioned by participants. The direction of this process
requires collecting, processing and interpreting data based on relevant theories, enabling the integration
between data identified and theoretical knowledge. Teaching about critical thinking involves thinking about
thinking, as a result, students who think critically will begin to think at a higher level and improve the clarity,
accuracy, relevance, depth, breadth and effectiveness of their thinking. For this study, the researcher compiled
a number of case scenarios from everyday life as well as from nursing practice. It turned out to be more
practical and feasible to involve a whole class in the educational programme since it would be difficult to keep
the participants from their colleagues for the duration of the educational programme. Ennis RH. A
quasi-experimental design within the quantitative approach for phase 3 was used. Interaction between the
facilitator and participants. The outcomes were measured by means of a deductive and descriptive approach to
determine whether specific outcomes, set as learning objectives at the beginning of the educational
programme, had been achieved [35]. Learning process of nursing: planning and insert into matrizes
curriculum. Recommendations to apply the identified critical thinking skills and the dispositions are made. To
ensure that learning has taken place, learning activities should be purposefully planned to contribute to the
achievement of major objectives of the educational programme [1] [24]. The application of technical and
scientific knowledge is considered fundamental to critical thinking skills as it assists in the knowledge of
pathophysiology to comprehend and relate signs and symptoms, favoring the comparison of clinical situations
with data from the literature to evaluate the clinical manifestations. Participants were protected from
exploitation and they were assured that any information provided by them would not be used against them.
This focus, disregard the context of the clinical practice and especially the needs of the patient, which are
often not expressed by selected given nursing diagnosis. The authors referred to the affective dispositions,
traits of mind and passions that are included in higher-order thinking. This recognition requires the collection
of reliable and relevant data. This was an exploratory descriptive study conducted with seven nursing students
on the application of a clinical case to identify critical thinking skills, as well as their justifications in the
nursing diagnosis process. The format of the case scenario focused on a paediatric disorder which was covered
in the theoretical as well as the clinical curriculum and education of the group of students concerned. The
instrument case scenario that was used for the data collection in phase 3 was similar to the scenario that was
developed for phase 1 with the difference that the scenario for phase 3 was more focused and specific and
stemmed from the conceptual framework that was developed after the data analysis of phase 1. This condition
can be eliminated by means of small group discussions. No sample was drawn. In this study the intervention
was the implementation of the educational programme. Prior to conducting the research, the researcher entered
into an agreement with participants to clarify the nature of the research and the responsibility of each
participant. Participation in the educational programme was voluntary. Without facilitation the students lose
direction as they endeavour to learn anything worthwhile from their experience [45] [48] [49] [50]. These
characteristics are diligence, flexibility, fair-mindedness, honesty about personal biases and prudence in
judgments. The naming of a diagnosis, at minimum, requires a title and an indication of the factors that
contribute to its occurrence 6. Quasi-experiments, like true experiments, are characterized by manipulation of
an independent variable called an intervention. The skills of analysis, application of standards, knowledge
about the patient and contextual perspective are interconnected and vital in the collection of data relevant. Part
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I: risk of low accuracy diagnoses and new views of critical thinking. In nursing, critical thinking is considered
an essential component of one's professional responsibility and the quality of nursing care. As a result of these
gaps in the teaching of the nursing diagnosis process, students present with difficulties in exercising critical
thinking, and therefore they tend to rely on the use of taxonomies.


