
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LIFE AND HISTORY OF ROBESPIERRE

Robespierre was a man who was once respected because of what he stood and fought for. Before becoming the leader
of the committee of public safety.

Downfall and execution Opposition to Robespierre continued to grow. Activities Take a ten question quiz
about this page. He is presumed to be so until he is judged. He fought for universal suffrage , for unrestricted
admission to the national guard, to public offices, and to the commissioned ranks of the army, and for the right
to petition. In order to stamp out any opposition, Robespierre announced a "rule of Terror. At one point, a law
was passed that a citizen could be executed for just the "suspicion" of being anti-revolutionary. On 20
November, opinion turned sharply against Louis following the discovery of a secret cache of documents
consisting of Louis's personal communications with bankers and ministers. Role in early revolution During the
first period of the French Revolution â€”91 , in which the Estates General became the National Assembly,
Robespierre made many speeches. In , the Committee of Public Safety was formed. Although he had excluded
himself and his colleagues from the new Legislative Assembly , Robespierre continued to be politically active,
giving up the lucrative post of public prosecutor of Paris, to which he had been elected in June  The next day
Robespierre refused to preside over it; the same man ought not to be a denouncer, an accuser, and a judge. He
became the leader of the radical "Mountain" group in the Assembly and eventually gained control of the
Jacobins. When the National Assembly dissolved itself, the people of Paris organized a triumphal procession
for Robespierre. Thus he began his political career at the age of  Check out our Privacy and Content Sharing
policies for more information. A year later, he participated in writing the Declaration of the Rights of Man and
Citizen, the foundation of the French constitution. It is unknown whether he shot himself trying to commit
suicide, or if he was shot by one of the guards arresting him. Robespierre, his life threatened, went to live with
the family of the cabinetmaker Maurice Duplay. And nope, we don't source our examples from our editing
service! He denounced the secret intrigues of the court and of the royalists, their collusion with Austria, the
unpreparedness of the army, and the possible treason of aristocratic officers whose dismissal he demanded in
February  Marat, head of the Committee of Surveillance and Robespierre both disliked Condorcet who
proposed that the "enemies of the people" belonged to the whole nation and should be judged constitutionally
in its name. By the summer of , many in the Revolutionary government began to question his motives, as the
country was no longer threatened by outside enemies. He opposed the royal veto, the abuses of ministerial
power, and religious and racial discrimination. Late February France was in a pressing crisis due to its desire
for a new constitution, according to Gouverneur Morris. Faced with pressures both from the outside and from
within, the Revolutionary government instituted the Reign of Terror in September. The risks of Caesarism
were clear, for, in wartime, the powers of the generals would grow at the expense of ordinary soldiers, and the
power of the king and court at the expense of the Assembly. Robespierre had many of his political opponents
executed during the Reign of Terror. Before September, between â€”1, people were taken into custody. He
also opposed the death penalty and slavery. In vain Robespierre proposed excluding deputies from the
Assembly re-election to the Convention but succeeded in banning royalists. Did you find something
inaccurate, misleading, abusive, or otherwise problematic in this essay example? Robespierre was more
popular at meetings of a Paris club called the Jacobins, whose members admired him and referred to him as
"the Incorruptible" because of his honesty and firm sense of right and wrong. On 17 July the municipality of
Paris accepted all citizens armed with a pike to the National Guard. The scene takes place in front of the
Deputies Chamber in the Tuileries. Collot gave his chair to Robespierre, who presided that evening. Jean-Paul
Marat and Robespierre opposed him, arguing that victory would throw up a dictator while defeat would restore
the king to his former powers; neither end, he said, would serve the revolution. Soon, the French Revolution
had begun. He was considered a radical who wanted the monarchy overthrown and the people to take over the
government. After a few days he decided to move in. In his third speech on the war, Robespierre countered in
the Jacobin club, "A revolutionary war must be waged to free subjects and slaves from unjust tyranny, not for
the traditional reasons of defending dynasties and expanding frontiers


