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Hence, a combination of nations emerged to check it. The Soviet Union, which was in the process of forcibly
putting down the insurrection in Hungary, threatened Paris and London with nuclear reprisals. The western
alliance led by the US and its allies like Britain and France represented the ideology of liberal democracy,
were as the Soviet Union championed the ideology of socialism and communism. What worried the U. France,
angered by the aid given by Egypt to the Algerian rebels, and Britain, which wanted to maintain its control
over the strategically important Suez passage, decided to launch a joint military attack with a view to
regaining control over the administration of the canal. This action confirmed the western suspicion that the
Soviet Union was interested in expanding its arena of influence to encircle the western democracies with
ideological and strategic alliances and influence. This period is also significant for the Soviet Union as it
exploded its atom-bomb and attained strategic party with the U. In this period, Khrushchev talked of peaceful
coexistence and carried it forward by visiting America. Atom Bomb It was decided during the war itself that
the two superpowers will together attack Japan after the conclusion of war but the US in order to demonstrate
its strategic and military superiority over the Soviet Union dropped and atom bombs in on Japan. However,
what precisely caused this war and who were principally responsible for this conflict has been a debatable
question. Causes of Cold War There is no unanimity among scholars about the origin and the precise reasons
of Cold War. But, still the Suez crisis took the Cold War politics to the Middle East, which was smoldering
since the founding of the state of Israel in  The Berlin blockade was the first indication of a confrontationist
political climate and the subsequent creation of NATO in was further vindication of this politics. The
operation was entirely successful â€” the Egyptian army was defeated in a few days, even though Nasser had
ordered the sinking of some forty ships in order to block the Suez Canal completely. Fleming, on the other
hand feels that it was not the role of ideology which caused Cold War. The death of Stalin in signified many
developments for the USSR at home as well as in foreign affairs : Khrushchev policy let loose reformist forces
in the Eastern Europe. Williams, has opined that the Soviet Union was not interested in expansionism as it is
believed to be what it was doing was building friendly relationships with neighbours in Eastern Europe and it
was primarily interested in rebuilding its War- ravaged economy. This action was meant to send signal to the
Soviet Union that the U. But both American President Kennedy and the Soviet President Khrushchev became
anxious to reach at a diplomatic settlement. On 29 October , Israeli forces took the Sinai Peninsula, a vital area
for the protection of the Jewish state. Albert Carry is of the opinion that the Cold War was the result of
changes in balance of power equations. This mistrust between the two superpowers was at the root of all that
transpired during the Cold War. The two groupings in The World Politics for the first time in human history
got organized on ideological lines. In the meanwhile, Israel developed relations with British and the French
leading to a secret understanding to attack Egypt is  It was an ideological warfare in which power rivalries,
military alliances and new type of balance of power equations were tried. Fourth Phase This phase was
marked by two extreme trends â€” one in direction of the principle of co-existence, while the other pulling in
another direction of bellicosity as reflected in the Cuban Missile crisis which brought the entire world on the
brink of nuclear war. In , Soviet intervention in Hungary led to blood shed and heated up the Cold War
temperature. On the eastern front Soviet Union solely bore the brunt of fighting Hitter whereas on the western
front, the western powers were jointly dealing with Germany. The Indo-Pak war of and the upheavals in
Ethiopia in and Aagola in are case in point when the two superpowers pursued their political goals by
meddling into local conflicts. They did not appreciate this kind of neo-colonial gunboat diplomacy at all, and
exerted enormous financial pressure on the United Kingdom through the United Nations â€” so much so that
the Anglo-French force had to withdraw despite its military success.


