
PLANET MERCURY

Mercury is the smallest and innermost planet in the Solar System. Its orbit around the Sun takes only days, the shortest
of all the planets in the Solar.

Take a look inside the planet. Daytime Temperatures can reach degrees Celsius degrees Fahrenheit and drop to
degrees Celsius degrees Fahrenheit at night. There are no rings around Mercury. The mission ended with a
planned impact on Mercury's surface in April  It is unlikely life as we know it could survive on this planet.
The floors of deep craters at the poles are never exposed to direct sunlight, and temperatures there remain
below the planetary average. Mercury also has the lowest axial tilt of any planet in the Solar System â€”
approximately 0. During its first close approach, instruments also detected a magnetic field, to the great
surprise of planetary geologists. However, with noticeable eccentricity, like that of Mercury's orbit, the tidal
force has a maximum at perihelion and therefore stabilizes resonances, like , enforcing that the planet points
its axis of least inertia roughly at the Sun when passing through perihelion. It flew by in and  But Mercury
takes 59 days to rotate and is so small â€” just roughly one-third Earth's size â€” that its core should have
cooled off long ago. Mercury can come as near as  Lewis, Ray Bradbury, Arthur C. Mercury attains inferior
conjunction nearest approach to Earth every Earth days on average, [3] but this interval can range from days to
days due to the planet's eccentric orbit. The same thing happens during sunset. It takes  Craters are named for
artists, musicians, painters, and authors who have made outstanding or fundamental contributions to their
field. Space Missions to Mercury: Mariner The spacecraft orbited Mercury three times and mapped around
half of the surface of Mercury. The hypothesis is supported by three independent lines of evidence: 1.
Interesting to note about Mercury: it has no rings or moons, which makes it different from just about every
other planet in our Solar System. The Sumerians also knew of Mercury since at least 5, years ago. After
finishing its one-year mapping mission, it then entered a one-year extended mission that lasted until  Unlike
lunar maria, the smooth plains of Mercury have the same albedo as the older inter-crater plains. Once the ions
hit the surface, they imbalance the atoms that are neutrally charged and quickly send them back into the sky.
Indeed, a study of cliffs on Mercury's surface suggested the planet may still rumble with earthquakes, or
"Mercuryquakes. Ridges, or dorsa, are named for scientists who have contributed to the study of Mercury.
Therefore, a small crater further west was chosen, called Hun Kal , which provides the exact reference point
for measuring longitude. That said, scientists have observed differences in the north and the south pole
magnetic strength. Mercury tends to play peekaboo with the Sun, which makes it somewhat of an observing
challenge. Amazingly, radar observations of Mercury's north pole a region not mapped by Mariner 10 show
evidence of water ice in the protected shadows of some craters. Bursts of energetic particles in the planet's
magnetotail indicate a dynamic quality to the planet's magnetosphere. Another large impact may have helped
create the planet's odd spin. This large range arises from the planet's high orbital eccentricity. Specifically, at
the south pole, the magnetic field lines have a bigger "hole" for charged particles from the Sun to strike the
planet. In the meantime, here are some articles on Mercury that we hope you find interesting, illuminating, and
fun to read: Location and Movement of Mercury:. All the while the stars would be moving three times faster
across the sky. Mercury was formed around 4. This retrograde motion is an illusion created when one planet
moves faster in its orbit than another, so that it catches up to and passes the slower world. Greek astronomers
knew, however, that the two names referred to the same body, and Heraclitus, around B.


