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Twelfth Night: Comedic Techniques Elaborate the Nature of Love The infamous Shakespeare comedy â€œTwelfth
Nightâ€• uses a variety of techniques to depict.

As a result, for much of the play, the lords of misrule hold sway, revelling long past the midnight hour,
meddling in affairs, manipulating those around them and so creating a jovial state of anarchy to which their
masters, consumed by their own woes, seem oblivious. Malvolio, who has pursued Olivia, must ultimately
face the realization that he is a fool, socially unworthy of his noble mistress. He contributes to the festive
spirit, implied by his name, through his creation of music, song and jokes. There is also another kind of love
portrayed in this play which is friendship. Moreover, his hubristic attitude, evident in both the ways he
reprimands his superiors and in his conceited belief that he could be his mistress' master, means that the
audience, much like the onlookers in the Box-tree scene, enjoy his downfall. The Christmas revels were often
led by a chosen Lord of Misrule. Order now The play uses many concepts of comedy and there are two main
plots in the play, the main love plot and a comic sub-plot. Each of the characters he created were all foolish in
one way or another. He oozes self-love and that has become the root of his misery. Just as appearances cannot
be trusted, neither can language. Malvolio comes across as the consummate steward, with his discreet manner,
but he quickly shows himself to be a buffoon. Andrew is frequently depicted as cowardly, incompetent and
unintelligent. This is a play where disguise creates significant perplexity: Viola finds herself loved by a
woman while she loves a man who assumes she is a boy, making both relationships apparently impossible.
The play included themes of love, confusion, disguise and other particularly funny topics from Shakespearean
time. Viola thus assumes her appropriate position within the social hierarchy as opposed to that of a servant.
He mixes with the dirty humour of Sir Toby Belch just as well as he mixes with people with a wittier humour
such as Olivia. Ay, sweetheart, and I'll come to thee! Although the audience find this amusing there is also a
sense of cruelty that arises from the situation when Malvolio is confined to a dark room in Act 4 for being mad
and he is unsure of his sanity. It also fits relatively nicely for English person to be born on St. The audience at
a comedy is likely to feel itself to be slightly superior to, and therefore distant from, the comic figures, even
the romantic leads, if it is to laugh at their follies Was not this love indeed? Maria plays on these ambitions
when she forges a letter from Olivia that makes Malvolio believe that Olivia is in love with him and wishes to
marry him. Olivia is a similar character to Orsino in many ways. He is considered to be the most influential
writer in English literature. English Renaissance stereotypes of women and men and their various roles and
responsibilities in society are reflected in Shakespeare. Malvolio, Olivia and Viola are three main characters
that have completely different perspectives on love but, have one thing in common: providing laughter to
readers. Only after the arrival of Viola in Act 1: Scene 4 does Orsino begins to break out of his self-involved
character. The Twelfth Night Festivities â€” a Topsy-Turvy world Twelfth Night, the eve of the Epiphany,
was, in Shakespeare's time, a traditional festival, a time of misrule when social roles were relaxed, when
masters waited on their servants, when men were allowed to dress as women, and women as men. What sets
Shakespeare apart is the fact that he also challenges, and at times even breaks down those stereotypes
especially in his comedies. Olivia acknowledges that he has been 'most notoriously abused' and Orsino insists
he must be entreated 'to a peace'. He produced over thirty eight plays, hundred fifty four sonnets, five poems,
and more verses.


