
AN ANALYSIS OF BLINDNESS IN THE SHAKESPEAREAN TERMS

King Lear - Theme of Blindness In Shakespearean terms, blinds means a whole different thing. Blindness can normally
be defined as the inability of the eye to.

In the Sixth Meditation, Descartes explains that the senses have not the purpose of providing knowledge about
the essential nature of external objects by giving the following example: The agreeable taste of some food in
which poison has been intermingled may induce me to partake of the poison, and thus deceive me. It is
obvious that the first act of the play is framed by this refusal to see the truth. Thus, in the middle of the storm
King Lear finds himself bare foot raging towards the gods. Both men were blinded to the love and loyalty of
their truthful children whom they banished and in blindness made their wicked children their heirs. John
Drakakis. In King Lear, Shakespeare illustrates that figurative sight often is more important than the physical
ability He wanted to kill the son that would later save his life. Kent was able to see Cordelia's true love for her
father, and tried to protect her from her blind father's irrationality. Gloucester tells him that sight comes from
within. Although he disapproved of Goneril's actions, he would only mildly argue his case. Out of all of the
important lessons in his plays, Wisdom stands out as the most impact full. These classic tropes are inverted in
King Lear, producing a situation in which those with healthy eyes are ignorant of what is going on around
them, and those without vision appear to "see" the clearest. He realized that Edmund planned to take over the
earldom and that he was the evil son of the two. The Essential Philosophical Works. Because of this
subjectivity, there is often a disconnect between how things are perceived and reality. More importantly, Lear
saw through Cordelia's lack of flatterings and realized that her love for him was so great that she couldn't
express it into words. Look on her! Another blindness motif that we should bring into question is the blindness
caused by riches and lands. Fortunately, Edgar came across a cure for Albany's blindness. His inability to
realize how greedy and mean Goneril was after she flattered Lear with a bunch of lies and then kicked him out
of their home, just goes to show you how much Albany loved Goneril. It is all about what we want to see,
which can be very misleading and can cause issues like it did for Oedipus. Here we encounter another matter,
two opposite blocks; the first is to flatter the king in order to gain a piece of land, and the second, to possess a
real love but not the hypocrisy to reveal it via excessive and insincere praise for the objective of becoming
rich. In Lear's case, two of his daughters fool him into believing their lies. King Lear is the greatest example
that could fit into this description. Each of these character's blindness was the primary cause of the bad
decisions they made; decisions which all of them would eventually come to regret. Only one link of the chain
of destiny can be handled at a time. Blindness is a factor in his poor judgment. Indeed, in the opening act, we
encounter the cause of this problem, which is the egotism of Lear. The first occurrence of the imagery of
nothing takes place between Lear and Cordelia When Poor Tom enters the scene the union of delirious
patients is completed. In the play, King Lear, by William Shakespeare, there are three main themes that
characters can be reduced by; social status, love and power. People often see what they want to see or hear
what they want to hear. Not only did he survive his battle, but he lived to remain the ruler of what was once
Lear's kingdom. Perhaps the relevance of his writing is taken for granted, perhaps it is necessary to re-examine
the role of Shakespeare for the modern audience.


