
MENTOS AND COKE SCIENCE FAIR PROJECT

How to Turn the Mentos Geyser into a Great Science Project This is a great topic for a science fair project, but you'll
need lots of soda and Mentos and a few.

At the base of an exterior wall with no windows, set one bottle of Diet Coke. Use four crushed Mentos candies
each time. This means that there is a whole lot of carbon dioxide gas just waiting to escape the liquid in the
form of bubbles. We had so much fun doing this experiment and the kids ask to do it over and over again! The
first experiment the boys wanted to was to test the amount of Mentos we needed. The Soda: The soda is filled
with carbon dioxide. The Mentos: Have you ever seen the surface of a Mentos? Place an unopened Diet Coke
bottle at the outside area that you marked off, at least 2 m from the building and away from anything hanging
above the area, such as eaves, overhangs, or wires. The experiment works better with Diet Coke than other
sodas due to its slightly different ingredients and the fact that it isn't so sticky. When you open a bottle of soda,
depending on whether you shook it up beforehand, the bubbles stay in the solution because the surface tension
of the liquid traps it in. Have your volunteer start the video camera and speak into the camera and say, "This is
trial number 1 using whole Mentos. I would love to know! In addition, your access to Education. The Mentos
candy gelatin and gum arabic create an energy that breaks the surface tension of the soda. Next, you need to
make your Mentos cartridge to hold the Mentos for you before you drop them into the soda bottle. Mentos
candy pieces are covered in tiny dimples a bit like a golf ball , which dramatically increases the surface area
and allows a huge amount of bubbles to form. On a piece of wax paper, carefully crush and cut four Mentos
candies into many small pieces, as shown here. How many Mentos Do You Need? Dropping something into
the Diet Coke speeds up this process by both breaking the surface tension of the liquid and also allowing
bubbles to form on the surface area of the Mentos. First test the whole Mentos candies and then try the crushed
Mentos candy pieces. What variable would you try changing? Tip: The reaction will start very quickly, so be
ready to take away the empty cartridge and step away from the bottle as soon as the candies fall into the soda!
Figure 3. We chose to use a smaller bottle for this experiment, while we figured out the best Mentos to Soda
Ratio. Tape the tube together on the side, and now you have a cartridge for holding your stacks of Mentos.
Now, prepare your test site so you will be able to measure how high the geysers go.


