
CHARACTERISTICS OF AN EPIC HERO

An archetypal protagonist is the "Epic Hero", a character with impressive qualities who completes awe-inspiring deeds.
This lesson helps students identify and.

Certain traits are common among epic heroes, and they help the reader to sympathize with and admire the
hero. Unmatched Warrior This hero typically has a reputation for being a great warrior, even prior to the
beginning of the story. Look at the beginning lines of the Iliad, Odyssey and Paradise Lost. If they are doing
this as a project, having the students download their storyboards to a PowerPoint is a perfect way for them to
present an explanation of each cell. Definition of Epic Britannica Encyclopedia explains the word epic as:
"epic, long narrative poem recounting heroic deeds. The diction of every epic is lofty, grand and elegant. After
five minutes ask students to compare lists with someone sitting near them. Every hero in the epic genre is a
man who goes into dangerous situations either unafraid or with resolve, despite fear. The poet, at the very
beginning of the epic, seeks the help of the Muse while writing his epic. Ulysses is an all-around adventurer,
spending years at sea, fighting a Cyclops and fighting the Trojan War. They are discussed below: The first and
foremost characteristic of an epic is its bulky size. Aeneas is a warrior of Troy. Usually a king, prince,
demi-god, or nobleman of some capacity. Attractiveness Epic heroes are always attractive in some way.
Exaggeration is also an important part of an epic. Cultural Legend Before an Epic Hero can be universally
known, he must first be a legend in his culture. Humility The hero performs great deeds for their own sake
rather than glory. Strength Epic poetry comes from ancient Greece, where mythological and epic heroes
possess greater strength than other men do. Ulysses is tall and broad of chest. They might also have
misconceptions about epic heroes and even confuse them with everyday heroes. Epic heroes like Achilles,
Ulysses and Theseus are so strong that they are able to achieve tasks that no other man is capable of, such as
Theseus' slaying of the Minotaur. Epics almost invariably contain heroes who are handsome or even beautiful,
with fair skin and hair. What do we learn from the virtues of an epic hero?


