
NO NAME WOMAN MAXINE HONG KINGSTON

A summary of Chapter One: No Name Woman in Maxine Hong Kingston's The Kingston learns from her mother that she
once had an aunt who killed herself.

What is Chinese tradition and what is the movies? Adultery, perhaps only a mistake during the good times,
became a crime when the village needed food. Ironically, the first thing we read is Kingston's mother's
warning Kingston, "You must not tell anyone. In this way, a continuity is established between her mother,
who represents the cultural traditions of China, and herself as a first-generation Chinese American. Ironically,
although at the time she probably would not have recognized it, nor perhaps have wanted to, Kingston's
rewriting her mother's talk-story as her own indicates an important element in her reconciling her Chinese past
and her American present: She learns to talk-story by having listened to her mother. Mar 22, Kaitlin Sarago
rated it really liked it Sad. Kingston's fantasies must have direct bearing on her own life: she rejects, for
example, the idea that her aunt was a wild woman of loose morals. No Name Woman is attacked because her
action â€” adultery, confirmed by pregnancy â€” threatens socially accepted behavior tacitly enforced through
centuries of tradition. Kingston will finally acknowledge this succession of generations when, at the end of
"Shaman," she compares herself favorably to her mother and proudly recognizes their many similarities: "I am
really a Dragon, as she is a Dragon, both of us born in dragon years. Buy Study Guide The book is a collection
of Maxine Hong Kingston's memoirs, so it is technically a work of nonfiction. The narrator even suggests that
he helped raid her house. There were points that I got lost, but that's more a comment on my personal
experience with the story rather than on the quality of the book itself. The next morning, Brave Orchid went to
gather water from the family's well, where she discovered that No Name Woman had committed suicide by
throwing herself and her child down into the well. They stole what they had not ruined before leaving. In a
particularly vivid section of the chapter, Kingston imagines the time when her aunt's family casts her aunt out.
Her betrayal so maddened them, they saw to it that she would suffer forever, even after death. This is
presumably because the book, while grounded in truth, does not maintain a clear boundary between reality and
fantasy. Kingston wants to believe that her aunt had at least some positive control of her own destination
rather than being merely a victim. In one sense the aunt is a powerless character, so powerless that she is given
no name and no right to have existed. They had to navigate two cultures in order to form a unique identity.
Indeed, Adultery sometimes becomes something crucial in our society. Because she is most concerned with
exploring how her Chinese cultural history can be reconciled with her emerging sense of herself as an
American, Kingston must uncover just what this Chinese cultural history is, and one way of doing so is by
listening to, and then altering, her mother's stories about the family's Chinese past. The villagers are watchful.
On the night that the sister-in-law was to give birth, the villagers stormed their house, dressed to scare.
Kingston, however, does not fully understand the story's importance when she first hears it. They are treated as
the weaker sex but are expected to be the ones with moral strength. This inability emphasizes what Kingston
argues is the great disparity between how women and men were supposed to act: "Women in the old China did
not choose. She tested our strength to establish realities. Writer Jeffery Paul Chan criticized Kingston for
posing the book as non-fiction despite the many fictional elements of its stories. Because her mother's
messages are difficult to adopt or apply to her immediate American reality, Kingston, after relating Brave
Orchid's telling of No Name Woman's story, rewrites the tale from her own American perspective. The
woman's husband had left the country years before, so the villagers knew that the child was illegitimate.


