
HOW TO WRITE A GOOD INTRODUCTION FOR A BOOK REVIEW

Overview When you are asked to write a critical review of a book or article, you will To write a good critical review, you
will have to engage in the mental processes of Begin your review with an introduction appropriate to your assignment.

Would you recommend the book to your reader? Here are two options: First, summarize, in a series of
paragraphs, those major points from the book that you plan to discuss; incorporating each major point into a
topic sentence for a paragraph is an effective organizational strategy. What types of evidence or information
does the author present to support his or her points? Does the argument make sense? But perhaps you are also
a junior scholar, unsure of where to start. What do they all add up to? Well-written books can open your eyes
to new experiences, people, places, and life situations that you may have never thought about before. While
this difference might not seem like much to you, mislabeling this section will signal your book as an amateur
piece of work to your reader, harming your brand and sales in the long run. Follow AmyBMollett Share:.
Offer only one statement regarding the general topic of the material if you are reporting on a non-fiction book.
The Body of the Book Report Before you get started on the body of the report, take a few minutes to jot down
some helpful information by considering the following points. What criteria are you basing your position on?
What is the thesisâ€”or main argumentâ€”of the book? Understanding the extraordinary changes the country
has undergone since the time of his first visit in the s, when it was ruled by repressive military dictatorship and
its obvious economic potential seemed doomed to continual frustration, is the main motivation for the book. It
offers a process and suggests some strategies for writing book reviews. What should you be writing? This
should, ideally, be its single greatest strength as an academic work. Rohter makes good use of his considerable
knowledge of Brazil, where he lived for many years working as a correspondent for U. Summary of contents.
Who are they? What is a foreword? Table of contents Book quote optional: A quote chosen by the author
based on the subject matter of the book. List of illustrations, tables or maps Optional. Please note: The length
of your introduction and overview, the number of points you choose to review, and the length of your
conclusion should be proportionate to the page limit stated in your assignment and should reflect the
complexity of the material being reviewed as well as the expectations of your reader. Stripped naked and
trapped in a hole, she was raped daily before escaping six months later. How has this book helped you
understand the subject? These will indicate some important point that supports the overall theme. Your
instructor may have included specific guidelines for you to follow. The student describes the subject of the
book and provides an accurate summary of its contents. Works consulted We consulted these works while
writing this handout. Write the introduction Below are a few guidelines to help you write the introduction to
your critical review.


